ment may possibly offer some advantages in the laboratory; but any one who wishes to know the various modes in which any particular drug may be made up or prescribed, will have to look through all these chapters both for negative and positive information, or refer to the index, where the same information is also alphabetically, but more compactly arranged. Dr Among the species distinguished by their acridity, the aconitum napellus is mentioned ; and that is the species which was formerly officinal in the London, as it now is in the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia. But determining the species is not the only thing that is required, for we may collect the leaves when they are comparatively inert. This is a point to which attention has no doubt been paid, but not to the extent that is necessary; for the secretions of the leaves undergo changes which we cannot judge of by their external appearance, and are connected in the napellus, as probably in many other plants, with the ripening of their seeds. " The root, one of the officinal parts of the plant, consists of numerous slender radicles proceeding from a long tap-shaped root-stock, like the navet or French turnip in form, and brownish-black externally. It is formed during the summer and autumn, as a tuber from the side of the old root-stock, which then decays; and the new one is in perfection for medicinal use from the close of autumn till the commencement of spring, when it begins to push up the new plant for the approaching summer. Neither the root nor the leaf of A. napellus has any odour; but when chewed, they slowly occasion a singular sense of tingling and numbness to the lips, checks, and tongue. This property is possessed by the leaves from their first appearance till the leaves begin to form. But, as Zeiger first remarked, and as I have often since observed, it afterwards quickly disappears; and when the seeds are ripe, it is entirely lost, though the leaves become even more vigorous than before. The ripe seeds themselves are intensely acrid. The leaves of A. paniculatum are bland throughout every period of their growth, and so are its seeds, and its root." (p. 55.) With respect to the best mode of exhibition, the author observes that the watery extract is a precarious and irregular preparation which ought to be abandoned, and only the alcoholic extract of the leaves employed. 
